INTRODUCTORY
Following closely upon the earlier successful accomplishments of balloon flight came
-experimentation with navigable balloons, which did not prove very successful/ It remained
for the practical airship which followed these earlier experiments to achieve the first really
important advance in aerial navigation proper.
Concurrently with the successful development of the Balloon and Airship, experiments
were being undertaken with heavier-than-air machines. Man had for centuries before that
time experimented with flapping wings and other devices, but it was not until 1894 that
a, successful flight by a man-carrying glider was made.                                    ^
During the first era of gliding flight, that is to say up to the introduction of powered
flight in 1903, the main objective was human flight. Some strove to simulate closely the
flight of birds; others relied on some means of mechanical power for sustention in their
experiments. In consequence, the early history of gliding is closely interwoven with that
of motor aviation, so that in many cases it is difficult to differentiate between the two.
The conquest of heavier-than-air flight could make little progress until a suitable engine
had been invented and developed. The first engines to be used were either electric or steam
driven, and neither proved successful. It was not until the internal combustion engine had
been invented that any real progress was raader At this point we must leave the reader to
continue his inquiries within the pages of the Encyclopaedia. To assist him there will be
found on pages 81 and 82 a list of the leading articles grouped under well-defined headings.
We would also draw attention to the ea/rly history of heavier-than-air and lighter-than-air
machines portrayed in the pictures on pages 11-16 and 67-74.